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There is always a certain amount of reduction in any attempt to simplify, schematize or 

paraphrase complex historical encounter and the study of Re-Unification is especially 

vulnerable to such problems on account of the CNU/CPDM prolonged tenure and impact 

on all aspects of national life over the past 45 years. 

It is however useful to remind ourselves that neo-imperialism has not been an 

identical process in different parts of the conquered territory, but everywhere it has 

locked the people of Southern Cameroons origin into the most complex and traumatic 

relationships in history.  

The present demands both a revision of the past, and an analysis of our fast 

changing present, yet such South West stooges – in – training of Ekinneh Agbaw – Ebai’s 

mould, as will be discussed below, still work with closed paradigms.  

 Elsewhere, I have suggested that while the North West bourgeois class has come 

of age, the South West political time – pleasers under cremated scarecrows like the South 

West Chiefs Conference (SWECC) and SWELA are still reeling from the hangover of 

DIMA-BOLA (see www.batebesong.com). 

 The creation of Caven Nnoko Mbelle arm (from Martin Nkemngu’s SWELA) – 

thanks to Egbe Tabi Tarkang in his C.U.C, S.T. Muna tradition – provided abiding 

templates for subsequent indices of “come no go” and “settler’s virus”. These images 

were reworked with malevolent ingenuity after the earth – trembling launching of the 

S.D.F. 

 By attributing particular characteristics on non-South Westerners sans the 

Bernard Edings, the Rosine Totos and the Zacharias Forjindams, these comedians 

calcified the assumption that North Westerners create the iniquities which contour “Paul 
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Biya’s Beloved Province”. Indigenised apartheid became therefore the prism through 

which all knowledge of the South West people was refracted. 

 The isolation of SWELA from the political context is an old and continuing 

problem in the politics of the nation’s decisive march away from the inanities of motion – 

of – support and the nightmare of neo – imperial hegemony.  

 Yet, the unsurpassed gullibility of academic mimics like the current Secretary 

General of SWELA, Mr. Andrew Mbenkum Tazi, is not only reflected in his mindless 

memoranda on the University of Buea Student’s Crisis, it is not just a backdrop or 

context of which the provinces farcical sketches are mimicried, but a central trope on 

how the great men of Etoudi perceive the inert South Western opinion moulders. 

 Bruce Robbins in “Comparative Cosmopolitanism” (Social Text 31/32) points out 

that thinking small is not enough and while we must stay clear of generalisations, we 

should retain the right to difficult generalisations.  

 Neo-imperialism, we recall, reshapes, often violently, physical territories, social 

terrains, as well as human identities. It is important to draw attention to the fact that since 

it (Re-Unification) was essentially an economic system of penetration and command, it 

involved a wide range of practices including the appointment of marionettes, spies, 

Roving Ambassadors, Government Delegates and, above all stooges as elitist 

associations.  

Jean Baudrillard remarks that the masses are the leitmotif of every discourse, they 

are the obsession of every social project which claims to speak for the oppressed (1983: 

48, 49). It is difficult (and in my view a fruitless enterprise) to dramatize how neo-

imperialism impacts on a nit-wit intellect who, introduced into Rosicrucianism, planted 

fables in a Yaounde based Anglophone newspaper on the fate of ex-Minister, Professor 

Peter Agbor – Tabi but who, is presently, on self-exile, in the haven of Boston, 

Massachusetts, in the US.A. 

 A counterfeit asylum seeker of Ekinneh Agbaw-Ebai’s ilk often ignores, at his 

own peril, the importance of paying nuanced attention to both socio-political and 

psychological configurations of human existence. In his miserable schizophrenia – since 

his convoluted apprenticeship draws its apparent weightage on remote control – this 

stooge – in-training is, not equipped to surmise that when, I write on the Machiavellian 
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tenure of Sesekou Egbe Tabi Tarkang, I am calling attention to such a Mephistophelean 

self-centeredness as a contrast to the short, intense but sublime and messianic 

stewardship of S.A. George, Noble soul, a man who possessed such virtues as boldness, 

endurance, benevolence and altruism, S.A. was a leader who was ready to sacrifice his 

personal privileges for the communal destiny. He was a first class STATESMAN.  

In some of my published books (Once Upon Great Lepers, The Banquet, Sawa 

Boy, Zombie etc), for example, I have suggested that though the process of annexation 

(into the Gaullist charnel house) involves much repression and coercion, it also works in 

tandem with a consent that is part voluntary, part contrived, as adumbrated in the shut-in 

political careers of S.T. Muna, E.T. Egbe Tarkang and of course the legendary Nzo of 

Lonhro. 

 In the same vein, it would then be arrant nonsense then to suggest that since the 

late Sesekou had worked very closely with Jean Fochive, and other cloak and dagger 

characters in inflicting pain on his own, I would weave eulogies for an Iago when he dies 

of complications resulting from old age. (See Jean Forchive’s biography, Paris, 2003, 

Sadou Daudou, 2000 and the late Sengat Kuo based on conversation with author). 

 In a recent public declaration, Hon. S.N. Tamfu, had queried the trio of “Muna, 

Egbe and Ekah-Ngaki who helped Ahidjo to fight Foncha. Muna was used to wipe out 

West Cameroon … Egbe was in the forefront of this fight because he was very close to 

Muna” (April 18, 2005:6).  

In the same medium, H.E. Chief WNO Effiom, the Grand Chancellor of National 

Orders, faults, the claims of those who heap the halo of architect of the nation on Egbe 

Tabi Takang in the following vein “Well, the Ministry of P.T. was not built by E.T. Egbe. 

Let the facts be clear. It was designed by late Fonlon and built by a foreign contractor. 

Egbe did not design it. He met it”. (April, 2005:7) 

 Antonio Gramsci (see Prison Notebooks) understanding that subjectivity and 

ideology are absolutely central to the process of domination is particularly poignant. In 

the coming days, Ni John Fru Ndi’s political star will be on the ascent, and this will draw 

the curtain on the futility of official South West propaganda since Gregoire Owona, Paul 

Biya’s alter ego, has already indicated the mind of CPDM courtesy of the suitcases that 
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have been carried to and from Switzerland. The North West Fons official visit to 

Ntarikon is in that direction.  

 Fon Doh Gah Gwanyin may soon be dancing his CPDM mbag-alung, in Bamenda 

Production Prison, for the murder of John Kohtem, SDF Chieftain for Balikumbat.  

Gramsci, we recall, formulated the concept of hegemony to illustrate how it is 

achieved through a combination of coercion and consent. Playing on Niccolo 

Machiavelli’s suggestion (see The Prince) that power can be achieved through both force 

and fraud, Gramsci argued that the ruling class achieve domination not by force or 

coercion alone, but also by creating subjects who “willingly” submit to being ruled.  

In the South West the assassination of the Hon. Barrister Martin Essoka Eseme in 

“The City of Kumba” is now a closed chapter.  

In this new imitative, I have not attempted to provide watertight definitions or to 

offer comprehensive explanations on the stunted psychology of a cowardly blackmailer 

posing as an asylum seeker, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

I present touchstones and thus fresh perspectives on the recent past, by focusing 

on some key moments, events and issues which, could help the perceptive reader to get a 

sense of the complexity of each of them as the connections between them.               
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